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Where we're going today...

,g Same CDA questions, more than words

.. Reading images and words: Kress and van Leeuwen,
Machin and Mayr

® Practice: a news media homepage, your panel



Words - a bit of a review

a Word choice

a Overlexicalisation

‘Regime’ or ‘government’? ‘Protesters’ or ‘rioters’?
Each word brings different ideas with it.

Extra, unneeded words flag something as unusual:
‘male nurse’, ‘female CEO’. What norm does that
reveal?

What's left out? ‘Jobs were lost’ never says who cut
them, or who gained.

Contrasts that a text sets up, often unstated: ‘hard-
working families’ implies someone else isn’t.

Ask: do the headline and the photo tell the same story?

Machin, D., & Mayr, A. (2012). How t

tion. SAGE.

ritical di r nalysis: A multim [ intr


https://collegepublishing.sagepub.com/products/how-to-do-critical-discourse-analysis-1-235925
https://collegepublishing.sagepub.com/products/how-to-do-critical-discourse-analysis-1-235925



https://aeon.co/videos/who-is-looting-and-who-is-finding-food-how-image-gatekeepers-shape-the-news

Texts are more than words

Social practice power and ideology

Text words, images, layout, gesture

Same three questions

What choices did this text
make, in words and in
pictures?

Who produced it, for which
viewers?

Whose view of the world does
it make seem natural?

Last week’s Mai & Jocuns toolkit
had an Images column. Today we
unpack it.



Halliday’'s metafunctions, for
pictures

- Ideational. Who is shown, doing what, to whom,
a Representational _ /' .

- Interpersonal. How does the image position you,
a Interactive the viewer?

.y Textual. How are the parts arranged into one
e Compositional E—

Kress, G., & van Leeuwen, T. (2021). Reading images: The grammar of visual design (3rd
ed.). Routledge.


https://www.routledge.com/Reading-Images-The-Grammar-of-Visual-Design/Kress-vanLeeuwen/p/book/9780415672573

Representational meaning

Participants Narrative Conceptual

Who and what is Someone acts. A line of No action. People

shown: people, places, action (an arm, a gaze, shown as types, as

things. Who is included, a pointed finger) runs parts of a whole, or as

and who is left out? from actor to goal. Who symbols: what they
acts, and who is acted are, not what they do.

on?



What's In the picture?

Denotation is what’'s shown. Connotation is the
ideas it carries. A tired worker, or a failing
economy?

Objects that carry meaning: a hard hat, a lab coat,
a flag pin. What does each say about the person?

Where people are placed: a podium, a kitchen
table, a hospital corridor. Settings signal values and
identity.

Machin and Mayr add cultural symbols to salience:
a flag, a cross, a skyline. They pull the eye and
bring ideas with them.

Machin, D., & Mayr, A. (2012). How to do critical discourse analysis: A multimodal introduc
tion. SAGE.



https://collegepublishing.sagepub.com/products/how-to-do-critical-discourse-analysis-1-235925
https://collegepublishing.sagepub.com/products/how-to-do-critical-discourse-analysis-1-235925

Read it: Representational

Participants: what do the uniform,
mask and trees connote?

* No one acts. The vector is a stare:
who reacts to whom?

* Neither looks at us. Demand or
offer?

* Peacekeeping or Indigenous
resistance: whose reading does it
support?

* Whose ideologies?

Komulainen, S. (1990). Face to face [Photograph]. The Canadian Press. Face to Face (photograph),
Wikipedia.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Face_to_Face_(photograph)

Interactive meaning

Gaze Distance Angle

Demand: the person A close-up feels Looking down gives
looks at you and asks personal. A long shot you, the viewer, power.
something of you. keeps people Looking up gives it to
Offer: you look at them, impersonal, at a the person shown. Eye

as something to view. stranger’s distance. level suggests equality.



Read It: interactive

* Demand or offer? What is the gaze
asking of you?

* Distance and angle: close-up or long
shot? Eye level, above or below?

* Who produced this image, and who
has circulated it since? Does that
change its meaning?

Fulton County Sheriff’s Office. (2023). Mug shot of Donald T
rump [Photograph]. Wikipedia.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mug_shot_of_Donald_Trump
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mug_shot_of_Donald_Trump

’ ;" o."
'::.olrhgie; h’ActpAsA://www.cbc.ca/‘news/canada/briﬂs@i bia/uni rsaI-ostrich-kiII}z:



Compositional meaning

Information Salience Framing

value

Left reads as given, What draws the eye Lines, borders and
right as new. Top as first: size, colour, white space connect
ideal, bottom as real. sharpness, elements, or cut them
The centre as core. foreground, a human apart.

face.



Read it: compositional

* Salience: what draws your eye first,
the car or the empty space?

* ldeal and real: what sits at the top of
& the page, and what at the bottom?

* How does the layout make “small”
seem like a virtue?

Think small.

Doyle Dane Bernbach. (1959). Think small [Advertisement].
Volkswagen. Wikipedia.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Think_Small

Ovut little cor a1 30 much of o novelty

aay mote.

A couple of dozen college kids doa’t
tey 1o Iqveere intde it

The gwy at the gas thation doesn't ok

goe
MNobody even 1tares ot our thaps.
I e, some pocple who drive our litle

Think small.

Rivver don't aven think 32 miles 10 the gol.
loa it gong oy great
O vsing Five pints of il insted of five

QUaNts.
Or navar neoding onti-dreaze.
*&nﬁhqm*u-mﬂ

That's becouie once you get vied 10




Think small.

Our little cor ln't 30 much of o novelty  Mivver don'l even think 32 miles 10 the gol.  some of cur econaomiss, you doa't evea

iy BOle. lon it gong ony greol gun think obou! thes ony mote.
A couple of dozen college kids doat Or ving five pints of odl inmteod of five Excep! whea you squeele into o wmoll
Iry 1o qvense miude it Guart. porking spol. Or reaew your smoll lasyr.
The guy of the gas shatign doewn’t ok O rever reedeg ant.lroare. once, Or pay o wnoll repair ball,
whare the gos goes Or rocking vp 40,000 mile1 on o 1t of Or trode ia your old VW for o
Mobody eves t2ares ot ur thape. hrel Faw DR,

ks fact, some pecple who drive our Litle That's becovie Oace you ge! wied to Thank if over.



Your turn: One news homepage

Open one news outlet’s homepage. Find the lead
story’s main image and headline. (macleans.ca or
Vancouversun.com or aptnnews.ca)

Attributes, settings, symbols: what do they
connote? Do the headline and photo agree?

. Gaze, distance, angle: how does the image treat
a Interactive vou? 2 ¢

. What's most salient? Where does it sit? What's
° Compositional framed together?

”

In your trio, share one sentence: “This layout makes seem natural, which serves
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Preparing for

next week

 Fri Oct 23, 9:00 am

Prodposal due, with your
sclosure

* submit in Moodle and email
your co-panelists

* Tues Oct 27, 9:00-
11:30

Panel recordings, no
regular class

* Grey Room in the
TRUSU Building - arrive
5 mins early
* Thurs Oct 29, 9:00-
11:30

Panel recordings, no
regular class

 Location TBA - arrive 5
mins early
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